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Preached at 


8. Andrew's-Church, Dublin, 


n - AOM+ Monday, November 5th. 1739. 


Being the Anniverſary Thankſgiving Day forthe Happy De- 

: liverance of King FAMES I. and the Three Eſtates. of | 
England, from the Gun-Powper PLoT: And alſo, For the 

Happy Arrival of His late Majeſty King WILLIAM on 

that Day, for the Deliverance of Our Church and Nation: 


Before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons. 


1 
l 


y the Rev. Dr. FOSEPH STOR * — of FERNS. 
And Chaplain to the Honourable 2 of Commons. b 


or, +59 by < Order A the, Hoe of Commons. 


D U B . EN. 


Printed by GORE GRIERSON, Printer to the King's moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, . at the King's Arms and Two Bibles in 


«ag Street, M, DCC,XXXIX. 


Jovis 1. Die Novembris, 173 9. 


Rdered, That the Rev. Mr. Dean Story be deſired to 
O Preach before this Ho us E, at St. Andrew's- Church, Dub - 
lin, On the Fifth Day of this inſtant November, being the An- 
niverſary Thanksgiving-Day for the Happy Deliverance of 


King James the Firſt, and the Eſtates of England, from the 


moſt traiterous and bloody intended Maſſacre by Gun-powder ; 
And alſo, For the PPE Arrival ot His late Majeſty King 
WILLIAM, for the Deliverance of this Church and Nati- 


on: And that Mr. Jobn Bourke, and Doctor Yeſey do acquaint 
him therewith. 


Iſaac Ambroſe 


and CI. Parl. Dom. Com, 
Burdett Worthington 


y . 


Martis 6*. Die Novembris, 1739. 


So That the Thanks of this Hovst be given to the 
Rev. Mr. Dean Story, for the Excellent Sermon by him 
Preached before this Hovsz Yeſterday, at St. Andrew's-Church, 
and that he be deſir'd to print the ſame: And that Mr. John 


Bourke and the Hon: Mr. Thomas Butler do acquaint him 
therewith. | | 


T/aac Ambroſe 


and Cl. Parl. Dom, Com. 
Burdett Worthington 
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1 PETER, Chap. II. Verſe xvi. 


As free, and not uſing your Liberty for a Chak of Ma- 
hicronſneſs, but as the Servants of God. 


11 HE Connection runs thus. Submit 


your ſelves is every Ordinance of Man 
Pr the Lord's Sale; Whether it be to 
be King as Supreme, or unto Gover- 
or, as unto them that are ſent by 
him for the Puniſhment of evil-doers, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well, For fo is 
the Will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to 
Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men; As free, and 
not uſmng your Liberty for a Cloak of Malicionſueſs, 
but as the Servants of God. 

The Apoſtle has here reſpec to the particular Caſe 
of the Jews; who from their Deſcent from Abraham, 
and the Covenant made with their Fathers, fancied 
themſelves obliged ro own no Lord or Governor, but 
God alone; in Oppoſition to Cæſar, or any other 
King, who did not govern them by Laws of God's 
immediate Appointment. This we learn both from 
the Goſpels, and their own Hiſtorian Fo/ephus. 

The Apoſtle allows that they had aclaim to Free- 
dom, but not in the Senſe they put upon it. He aſ- 
ſerts that Freedom is fairly conſiſtent with Civil Go- 
vernment, that Obedience to Magiſtrates is an in- 
diſpenſible Duty of Religion, that their being Ser- 
vants of God, did by no means exempt them pea 
A-3 Sub- 
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Subje&ion to their Civil Rulers, and that if they 
ſhould make uſe of their Freedom to withdraw them- 
ſelves from that Obedience, it would be a wicked 
Abuſe of their Liberty. | We 

So that here are three Things aſſerted or impli- 
ed in the Text. 1. That Man is free. 24ly. That 
there are Limits ſet to this Liberty by the Laws of 
God. And, 34ly. That when theſe Limits are ex- 
ceeded, it is an Abuſe of Liberty, and contrary to 
Religion. oe 5 | 

We are now aſſembled to thank God for, and 
ſhew our grateful Senſe of, two Signal Deliverances : 
The one from the Popiſh Plot, generally called the 
Gun-powder Treaſon ; And the other, our Deliverance 
at the late happy Revolution by King W:/ham the 
Third, And that we may be properly affected 
with the Greatneſs of the Mercy, it is fit and ne- 
ceſlary to underſtand throughly what our Enemies 
aimed at, what Privilege 'of ours was in Danger, 
and of what Importance it was to us, that we niay 
praiſe God in ſome Proportion to the Value of the 
Mercy received. 

The Deſign of the Popiſh Plot was plainly to 
deſtroy our religious Liberty, to put Fetters on the 
Mind, and compel us to ſerve God in a Way direct- 
ly contrary to our Conſcience and Conviction. 

And tho? at and before the late Revolution, the 
ſame Deſign was carried on, yet in order to accom- 
pliſh it, it was found neceſſary by the Directors of 
that Scheme, to deſtroy our Civil Liberty, and to 
put our Perſons and Property into the abſolute Will 


and 
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and, Pleaſure of the Prince. And this laſt Deſign 
ſeem d to have been form'd, in order to accompliſh 
the former. | 5 
So it ſeems that civil and religious Liberty wil 
mutually ſtand or fall, the one ſupports the other, 
and are equally to be defended by the Patrons of 
either; otherwiſe, he that would ſacrifice the one 
to the Support of the other, will find himſelf equal- 
iy difvived:of both. e n“ up anten 
The Deſign of our Enemies, by a long Succeſſion, 
and great Variety of Attempts; has been an un- 
wearied endeavour to enſlave both our Body and 
Mind. And ſince the Text aſſerts that we are en- 
titled to ſome Freedom, both the Text and this re- 
markable Day require, that we ſhould conſider the 
Nature of the Freedom which we claim, what Right 
we have to it, and what Injuſtice may be in the At- 
tempts of our Enemies to deſtroy it. And from 
thence we ſhall naturally gather the great Reaſon we 
have to thank God for preſerving it to us, and de- 
feating the Attempts of our Enemies. For we can- 
not think that theſe Nations would ſpend their Blood 
and Treaſure, and Hazard all that is valuable to 
Men, in Defence of a Liberty to which they had 
not an undoubted Right. | | 
The Liberty we claim is not an abſolute indepen- 
dency; God alone is independent, and all other 
Creatures are ſubject to him: And whatever Free- 


dom any Creature has, it is limited by his Depen- 


dance on this ſupreme Being, and the Declaration 
of his Will. The Will and Intention of God may 
N pere | 5 
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be collected from the Natures, and mutual Relations, 
Which he has given to his Creatures. He has en- 
dued Man with Reaſon, it is therefore his Will tha 
Man ſhould make uſe of his Reaſon. | 
Whatſoever Things are made of the ſame Nature, 
and for the ſame end, are for that Reaſon equals; 
we obſerve that all Mankind are made of the ſame 
Nature, and for the ſame End, they are therefore 
naturally Equals: And therefore it is the Will of 
the Creator, that they ſhould be dealt with equally. 
And whatſoever Reaſon directs to be done to one, 
in reſpect of his Nature, the ſame it muſt direct to 
be done to all. If then, our Nature, as ſuch, re- 
quire good Offices from others; the ſame Nature 
in others, requires the like good Offices from us. 
Hence proceeds this great and fundamental Law of 
Nature, which is intirely founded on this Equality ; 
That we ſhould not do that to another, which we woulæ 
not he ſhould do to us. For the Rule of Equality 
is, that things equal muſt all have the ſame Mea- 
ſure, Wherefore our Saviour has given this Law a | 
principal Place in His Goſpel. F' 
From this Argument it plainly appears that one 
man, by Nature, can have no Dominion over ano- 7 
ther. The only natural Authority, that one Man F, 
ſeems to have over another is that of a Parent. H 
But that natural Power extends no farther than to # 
direct their Children's Actions, till they be fully | 
come to the uſe of Reaſon. As is evident from 
the Practice of all nations; who have fixed a cer- 
tain. Age, after which the Father is no longer ac- 
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countable for the ſons Actions. By the Laws of 
our Country it is fixed at twenty one Years of Age. 
And to demonſtrate that the Parent's Authority is 
reputed, no other than that of a Director, till they 
have the true uſe of Reaſon, Care is taken if the 
Father dye, to appoint a Guardian in his ſtead, till 
the Pupil be at Maturity, and after that time, their 
Actions are valid and of Force, as being ſuppoſed 
Men of full Reaſon. And to this the Scriptures 
agree, when they aſſert that the Father ſhall not 
ſuffer for the ſon's Sins, nor the Son for the Fa- 
ther's. 

In general, therefore we may Aſſert that all Men 
are naturally free and equal. Vet this Liberty has 
been reſtrained, in ſome Countries more, in ſome 
leſs, and in ſome quite deſtroyed. The queſtion is 
how it comes to * that a Right to a Liberty which 
owns no ſuperior bat God and our own Reaſon, can 
be either reſtrained or quite loſt ? og 54 

If Man would make uſe of his Reaſon, and always 
be directed by it, there would be no Occaſion to 
reſtrain or deprive him of any part of his Liberty. 
But experience very ſoon diſcover'd, that Paſhon and 
private Intereſt too often get the better of Reaſon. 
Ambition, Gain, or Revenge tempted Men to break 
through the Obligations of the Law of Nature, and 
the ſtronger oppreſſed the weak, the cunning un- 
dermin'd and over- reached the {imple and Innocent. 

To remedy this Inconvenience, Men found it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, to enter into Societies; and by 
mutual Conſent to reſtrain themſelves from the 155 
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Sermon Preached 
of welnnſee Liberty, in ſome Nerger laſtances, 
in order to preſerve it intire in other caſes. Thus 
they ſurrendered the right of doing Juſtice and re- 
preſſing Injuries into the hands of one or more 
Perſons of whom they had a good Opinion. 

And tho), in the falt Combinations of civil So- 
cieties, the Community truſting to the wiſdom and 
ſincerity of the Perſons placed by themſelves in Au- 
thority, impoſed perhaps no Laws on their Rulers; 
but left them to the direction of their 'own' Reaſon 
and Wiſdom. Yet when many Inconveniences at- 
tended the paſſions of their Rulers, who ſometimes 
proved Weak, Ignorant, Oppreſſive or Partial, they 
found it neceſſary to form and enact Laws, Ader 
ing to which they would be ruled, and by no other, 
and that theſe ſhould be a reſtraint on the Appe- 
tite of the Ruler, as well as of the Subject. 

Hence we deduce the two great Principles of 
the Law of Nature, in reſpect to civil Government 
and human, Libert 

I. That no Perforls or Perſons can have a juſt Title 

roiany Rule; Authority'or Dominion over any People; 
but by the conſent of the ſame People, either expreſ 
ed or implied. 

II. That no People c can be juſtly bead by any 
hnman Laws, but ſuch, whereunto they have either 


aſſented expreſflly, or virtually by elbe perlhg others 
to make them for them. — 
And as a Corollary from theſe, it follows, that e- 
very Subject has a Right to be tried by theſe Laws, 
19 5 to defend his Life and Property by them, in as 
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eaſy a manner, as is conſiſtent with the good of 
Government. Fern 

Theſe Principles have been ſo often and ſo fully 

proved; that I ſhall not ſpend Time to repeat the 

Arguments. But becauſe they have been Objected 

againſt, as either new, or contrary to the ancient 

Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms and this Church; 

I ſhall anſwer that Objection by quoting an Authori- 

ty, which will ſufficiently prove, that this Doctrine 

is neither new, nor inconſiſtent with the Principles 

of an Engliſb-Man and a Church-Man. And it is 

that of the Judicious Mr. Hooker, who wrote in the 

Reign of Queen Elizabeth; and his Book has been 

the moſt univerſally approved, both by States-Men 

and Divines, of any Book written ſince the Refor- 

mation. | 

In his firſt Book of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. And 

in the roth. Section, he has theſe words: . 

* Howbeit over a whole Grand Multitude, having 

* noſuchDependency on any one, (Father, )and Con- 

* fiſting of ſo many Families, as every Politike So- 

** Ciety in the World doth, Impoſſible it is that any 

* ſhould have compleat lawful Power, but by con- 

* ſent of Men, or immediate Appointment of God; 

© becauſe not having the natural Superiority of Fa- 

Athers, their Power muſt needs be either Uſurped, 

** andthen Unlawful ; or if Lawful, then either grant- 

** ed or conſented unto by them over whom they 

= © exerciſe the ſame, or elſe given extraordinarily from 

= © God, unto whom all the World is ſubject. And 

L again of this Point therefore we are to note, that 

| B e ſith 
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« ſith Men naturally have no full and perfect Pow- 
ec er to command whole politike Multitudes of Men; 
« therefore utterly without our Conſent we could in 
« ſuch ſort be at no Man's Commandment Living. 
And as to the ſecond Principle, he faith, 

That which we ſpake before concerning the 
« power of Government, muſt here be applied unto 
ce the power of making Laws whereby to govern ; 
« which power God hath over all; and by the na- 
« tural Law whereunto he hath made all ſubject, 
ce the lawful power of 3 Laws, to command 
« whole politick Societies of Men, belongeth ſo 
« properly unto the ſame intire Societies, that for 
« any Prince or Potentate, of what kind ſoever up- 
« on Earth, to exerciſe the ſame of himſelf, and 
«© not either by expreſs Commiſhon immediately and 
« Perſonally received from God, or elſe by Authori- 
« ty derived at the firſt from their Conſent upon 
« whoſe Perſons they impoſe Laws, it is no better 
© than meer Tyranny. Laws they are not there- 
« fore which publick Approbation hath not made 
« ſo. But Approbation they not only give who 
“ Perſonally declare their Aſſent by Voice, Sign or 
« Act; but alſo when others do it in their Names 
«© by Right originally at the leaſt derived from them, 
Jas in Parliaments, Councils and the like Aſſem- 
« blies. fed 

Thus ſtrongly does this Author aſſert the natu- 
ral Right ot all Societies, which has been conſtant- Þ? 
ly aſſerted and maintained in theſe Kingdoms. And“ 
he muſt be a great ſtranger to the Engliſh Hiſtory Þ 
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who has not obſerved it. It was owned and aſſert- 
ed in the Reign of Heury the 8th. However abſo- 
lute ſome People would repreſent that Prince, He 
neither attempted to make or repeal Laws without 
the Conſent of Parliament; and referred the very 
Foy of the Crown to that Auguſt Body. And 
it is obſervable that More and Fiſber, one a Princi- 
pal Man in the State, and the other in the Church, 
willingly and chearfully owned that Power to lye 
in the Body of the People, tho* they ſcrupled to 
conſent to any thing that abridged the Authority 
of the Pope, which they thought Divine. 

Such Perſons therefore as endeavour to defeat the 
Succeſhon as now eſtabliſh'd by conſent of the Body 
of the People into a Law, muſt act on Principles 
contrary to the natural Law of all Societies, and 
particularly againſt the avowed Ancient Principles 
of this Church and this State. 

Notwithſtanding, this great Principle of natural 
and ſocial Liberty, which has been vigorouſly aſ- 
ſerted and maintain'd by our Anceſtors, has been 
called in Queſtion. New Principles have been invent- 
ed toflatter the Vanity and particular Views of am- 
bitious Princes, If the King could make no Laws 
without the Peoples Conſent ; we have been told 
that he might diſpenſe with them, and ever? break 
them, as being himſelf above Law; and free what 
* he ſhould think fit from the Obligation of 
them. | 

Flattering Judges, Lawyers, States-Men, and Di- 
vines have ſtudied Arguments to puzzle the Caule, 2 

B 2 ca 


I 2 A Sermon Preached 


caſt a Miſt before the Underſtanding of the People; 
Vet ſtill Nature rebelled againſt Principle, and Com- 
mon ſenſe told them, that ſomething was wrong in 
the reaſoning, tho they could not diſentangle and 
unravel, all the Subtleties of their coloured Argu- 
ments. Till at laſt it became the particular ſtudy 
of the Learned, and the Controverſy occaſioned a 
more ſtrict and natrow ſearch into the Truth, which 
gradually brighten'd up, the Miſts were diſpelled, 
and the Truth appear d plain to conſidering Men. 


* 


And at the late happy Revolution, which we now 


remember with gratitude and pleaſure, native Liber- 
ty was fully canvaſſed, underſtood, aſſerted, and 
ſettled upon it's true and laſting Foundation. 
This civil Liberty is the great Security that every 
Man has of his Life and Property, againſt the Pride 
and Paſſion, the Malice and Revenge of all ſorts of 
People. Indeed if we were governed by unſinning 
Angels, all theſe Bleſſings might be more ſafely 
truſted in their Adminiſtration than our own ; but 
while Men are liable to the Infirmities of human 
Nature, we cannot overvalue a Government that is 
contrived to ſcreen us from the hurricanes of Paſſion, 
which all Men are but too ſubje&t to: Nor retain 
too grateful a Senſe of God's Goodneſs, who raiſed 
up a Glorious Inſtrument to ſecure theſe Bleſſings 
to us. Yet this Day calls our thoughts to another 
kind of Liberty, which has alſo been ſecur'd to us 
againſt moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to deprive us of 
it, and that is our religious Liberty, 


Civil 
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| On the Fifth of November. tz | 
= Civil Liberty may be ſurrendered and given up, 
either in whole or in part, on valuable Conſiderati- 
ons, either to preſerve ſome Remains of it, or Life 
it ſelf, But religious Liberty can never be given 


up without a Crime. Ont 

 Rehgrous Liberty is that Right, which every man | 
has to worſhip God according to the Dictates of his | | 
Conſcience, and the beſt of his Knowledge, a Right N 
founded in the Nature which God has given us. of 


He has made the Mind of Man in ſuch a Manner, 
that Conviction and Aſſent ſhall keep an exact Pro- i 
portion to the Impreſſions, which Reaſon and Ar- 1 
gument make upon it. It is therefore the Will of ( 
God, manifeſted by this Work of his Creation, that 
the Mind ſhould be ſubje& to nothing but Reaſon l 
and Argument; And that it cannot be ſubje& to i 
the Will and Pleaſure of any other Perſon. And = 
ſuch as attempt to force the Mind to believe a- 
gainſt Conviction, are guilty of the greateſt and 
moſt flagrant Tyranny. If another Perſon will 3 
needs chuſe a Religion for me, it is the higheſt Juſ- [ 
tice that he ſhould ſuffer for me, in caſe I am in ; 
the Wrong. But we are ſenſible that every man 
muſt bear Tis own Burden, and therefore ought to 
judge for himſelf. 
Yet this Liberty was neither fully underſtood nor 
practiſed till the late Revolution, The Pope's Pre- 1 
tence to place himſelf in the Stead of God, and to | 
bind the Conſcience of Men, had been ſo long the 
prevailing Perſwaſion of our Anceſtors, that Ty 
1117 when 
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when our Reformers had thrown off his uſurped 
Authority, and reſcued Men from their ſpiritual 
Bondage; they could not quite free themſelves 
from their ancient Prejudices. They were indeed 
ſenſible that God alone could bind the Conſcience. 
But being fully convinced that they had diſcovered 
the true Will of God, they thought. ſuch as re- 
ſiſted that Will, ought to be diſcouraged by civil 
Sanctions. And tho' it ſhocked their reaſon to 
deſtroy: men's Bodies for Errors in the Mind, they 
ſtill thought. ſome compulſive Methods might and 
ought to be uſed, to force Men to acknowledge 
the truth, not reflecting on the Impoſſibility, as 
well as Iniquity of the Attempt. So hard and dif- 
ficult a Thing it is, to root old inveterate Pre- 
judices intirely out of the Mind. e 

But when the Nature of Men's original and na- 
tive Liberty was truly ſtated, and the Queſtion 
had been examined to the bottom, Men began to 
be convinced that the Mind was ſubje& to no 
Power but that of God and Reaſon, that every 
Man's private Conſcience, in matters of Religion, 
is his laſt Tribunal, by the Determination of which 
he muſt ſtand or fall, and that it neither can be 
compelled, nor ought it to be attempted. The 
Nation took the Opportunity of the late Revolu- 
tion to debate this Doctrine freely, and then aſ- 
ſerted and eſtabliſhed it, and it has ſince been 
preferved ſacred as the Birthright of every Man, 
as he is a Man. | "oy as 
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There is ſtill a third Freedom which is peculiar 
to a Chriſtian, and is therefore called Chriftian 
Liberty. I don't mean that by which the Goſpel 
frees us from the Yoke of Jewiſh Ceremonies, and 
a Symbolical Religion, but one that puts it in e- 
very Chriſtian's Power to be free in a much more 
ſublime and exalted Senſe. And that is a Freedom 
from the Bondage of his own Luſts and Paſ- 


| ſions. | 


For fince ſuch as have ſuffer'd their Sins to grow 
into a Cuſtom, and work themſelves into their 
Conſtitution, have little Power and leſs Inclination 
to forſake them, and get the better of evil Ha- 
bits: The Goſpel of - Chriſt promiſes, to all that 
will make uſe of it, a Divine Aſſiſtance, to en- 
able them to ſubdue their Luſts and Paſſions, and 
amend their Lives. A Liberty which, if through- 
ly underſtood, could not fail to affect us in a ve- 
ry tender manner, and draw from us much war- 
mer Commendations, and a more exalted Joy, 
than all the glorious Things we, in our Raptures, 
are apt to ſay of our boaſted national and na- 
tural Liberty. 5 
This is true and real Liberty, for wherein con- 
ſiſts the perfect Liberty of God and good Spirits ? 
but in this, that all their Actions are directed by 
Reaſon, that they have a Power always to chooſe 
the beſt. Whereas the Weakneſs, Slavery and 
Bondage of Men, conſiſts in this, that their Paſ- 
ſions drag them into Actions which their ww 
on 
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ſon condemns, and often they heartily: repent of. 
The end and defign of the Goſpel is to reme- 
dy this evil, and aſſiſt the Rational to get the 
better of the Animal part, to chooſe and act as 
Reaſon ſhall direct. Which in other words is 


to reſtore Men to the true uſe of Reaſon, and 


make them what they were deſign'd to be, truly 
cational. Ces, beo 5112 ro) 
We have then the whole extent of the Liber- 


ty of a free People. That they are 8 by 
Laws to which they gave their Con 

Man can attack their Perſons or Property, but 
according to theſe Laws, that their Conſciences 


ent, that no 


are under their own Governance, owning no Su- 
perior but the God that made them, and that 
they can worſhip God according to their own 
Judgment, without the controlment of any pre- 


tended Authority of another, and that upon a 


due ſubmiſſion to God and Chriſt, they may 
derive from him a Power to free themſelves 
from the Bondage of evil Luſts and Cuſtoms, 

This is our freedom, as Chriſtians, as Eugliſh- 
Men, as Men, admir'd by our neighbours, en- 
vyed and attacked by our enemies, and defended 
by our Anceſtors. The Creatures of Rome have 
attempted it's Deſtruction by all the ways of War, 


| Maſſacre, Cunning and Deceit. Ambitious and 


miſtaken Princes have [endeavoured to ſubvert it, 
by open violence and down-right Force, and Flat- 
5 terers 


terers of all ſorts have ſoothed them up in their 
pernicious deſigns. But the body of the Nation 
Rare always made a generous ſtand againſt all 
their attacks, and have ſtill preſerved the ineſti- 
mable Bleſſing, and enabled us to tranſmit it to 
Poſterity. | 5 
But we muſt remember that the greateſt Bleſſ- 
ings may be abuſed by an ungrateful People, Li- 
berty may degenerate into Licentiouſnefs, if it be 
not kept within it's proper bounds and limits. 
It is limited by the Laws of God, it is reſtrain- 
ed by our own Act and Deed in the ſeveral 
Laws of our Country, to govern our ſocial Be- 
haviour, and it ougſt to be reſtrained by our 
own Reaſon, in the uſe of ſuch things as on ma- 


ny Occaſions are left to our Liberty by the Laws 
of both God and Man. | 


And to enforce the Obligation, we muſt know 


that God is the Author of all theſe Reſtraints, 
even of ſuch as ſeem to be the proper work of 
Men. For fince he alone can bind the Conſcience, 


he has put his Sanction to all the juſt and equi- 


table Laws of Society, and has enjoyn'd us under 
the pain of his Diſpleaſure to obey human Con- 
ſtitutions. — Submit your ſelves to every Ordmance 


of Man for the Lords ſake. 


Men are endued with Reaſon. and Prudence, 


and are left to themſelves, to tranſact their own 


Affairs. God does not now declare our Form of 
Government, or name the Perſons to whom the 
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Adminiſtration ſhall be committed, or reveal the 
political Laws of the State. He did all this once 
to the Haelites, but he has not dealt ſo with 
any other Nation. Theſe Things are left to 
human Prudence. | 

But when once Men have eſtabliſhed a Form of 
Government, and veſted Rulers in Authority to 
execute it; they have nolonger any right to undo 
their own work, God then interpoſes, and con- 
firms by his Authority what they have done. 
They have limited and reſtrained their Liberty, 
and God approves the Limitation, and ſtrictly 
commands and enjoyns, under pain of his Indig- 
nation, a perfect Obediencg to all the Supream 
and Subordinate Powers, in the Adminiſtration of 
their Office, according to the tenure and nature 
of the Powers veſted in them. From thenceforth 
he looks upon the Rulers as Men acting under 
his Authority, by Powers delegated from him. 
Diſobedience is by him accounted Rebellion, and 
Rebellion as the Sin of Witchcraft, that is Rebel- 
tion againſt againſt God himſelf, 

Hence Obedience to the chief and ſubordinateRu- 
lers and Laws of our Country, becomes neceſſary, 
not only for political Conſiderations, for the good 
of the Community, to preſerve Liberty and Pro- 
perty, or to avoid W aa and Diſgrace ; but 
as a Part of onr Religion and the duty we owe 
to God, the King of the Univerſe. Who com- 
mands us to be Subject not only for wrath, but for 


Con- 
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Conſcience ſake, and for the Lords ſake. Since by 
Diſobedience in this caſe, we incur his Diſpleaſure, 
who can deſtroy both Soul and Body. 

As great a Bleſſing then as Liberty is, *tis ſuch 
only to a People who knows how to make a Right 
uſe of it, all its good Effects may be defeated by 
perverſe Spirits, and ungovernable Diſpoſitions, 
who turn Liberty into Licentiouſneſs, as a Diſtem- | 
per'd Body turns wholſome Food into Corruption. | 
The Caution the Text will always be ſeaſonable. 
As free and not uſing your Liberty as a Cloak of 
Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of God. 

Rulers and Laws are appointed and made for 
the preſervation of Liberty, and Property ; but 
whatever tends to leſſen the Eſteem and Venera- 
tion of the Rulers, to depreciate the Government, 
or to bring the Adminiſtration into Contempt or 
Diſrepute, mult alſo tend to diſable them to execute 
the Truſt repoſed in them, and muſt be an a- 
buſe of Liberty, and of pernicious Conſequence to 
the good of the Publick. 

Very few Perſons are competent Judges of the 
| Intereſt of States, and the ſecret Springs, and mo- 
tives of their mutual Tranſactions one with ano- 
ther ; nor is it fit on many Occaſions that they 
* ſhould be made Publick. Yet we find Liberty a- 
* buſed to libel the Rulers Actions, and to cenſure 
every meaſure taken by them, not agreeable to 
Mens narrow Views, and ſhort-fighted Schemes. I 
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Rulers are not infallible, they may be miſtaken, 
but ſach Cenſurers cannot fail to be miſtaken; 
when unacquainted with the reaſons of State, they 
preſume. to paſs Judgment on Actions or Meaſures 
by Gueſs, or from the Event, or Succeſs, which 
often tail the moſt wiſely concerted Deſigns, and 
ſometimes proſper by very injudicious Meaſures, | 

Every Man's Opinion is undoubtedly directed 
by his private Judgment, That Liberty is allowed 
and neceſſary. But no Man has a Right to ex- 
poſe and ridicule a lawful Government. A Prac- 
tice, which when generally purſued, will as effec- 
tually deſtroy both our Liberty and the Govern- 
ment, as the moſt violent Attacks of our Enemies. 
Either by running all Things into Anarchy and 
Confuſion, or by forcing the injured. Prince to ſe- 
cure himſelf by any means, tho? by the enſlaving 
of his Subjects. And it may be a Queſtion, whe- 
ther the Ambition of the Prince, or the ill Treat- 
ment given him by the Subje&, have contributed 
more to form the Projects of a deſpotick Power, 
which ſome of them have purſued. 

And what greater Curſe can our Enemies wiſh 
may befall us, than that we ſhould be our own 
Executioners, and by an Abuſe of our envied Free- 
dom, and the Licentiouſneſs of our Tengues, we 
ſhould expoſe our ſelves an eaſy Prey to them, 


by weakening the Sinews of the Government at 
Home. 


Nor 


— 
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Nor is the Abuſe, of Liberty, leſs miſchievous - 
to particular Perſons; Legal Liberty is equal to ü 
all the Members of the Common-wealth, and e- 2 
= very man has an equal Title to all the Benefits ö 
| and Advantages of it. By what means ſoever a- 
ny Perſon is deprived of any Part of it, that 
Perſon is oppreſſed, and his Oppreſſor is a Ty- 
* rant. And when ſuch Oppreſſions grow frequent, 
by the Government muſt grow. ſickly and weak, for 
which reaſon, it becomes the Legiſlature to take 
an equal Care to reſtrain the wanton Licence of 
abuſed Liberty, as to ſecure a legal and juſt 
Freedom. 1 
We need not be ſurprized that Kings and Prin- 
ces, whoſe legal Power is very great, ſhould ſome- i 
times aim at one abſolute and uncontroulable ; | 
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when we can obſerve the ſame paſſion deſcend to 4 
| Men of inferior Stations, as far as it can be ex- 
erciſed in their narrow Sphere. 4 


12 The moſt vigorous Aﬀerters of the national 
Liberty and Property, have ſometimes been ob- 
ſerved to exerciſe over their Inferiors, an Autho- 
rity. and Rigour, which they would brand with 
the odious Name of Tyranny in their lawful 
Prince, | 

How unmanly, unjuſt, and even barbarous muſt 
it appear, for Perſons who glory in their Free> 
= dom from any power, but what is legal, to ' ſtop: 
the Courle of Law or Juſtice to their Inferiors, f 
by that Authority and Influence which they them- 1 
ſelves derive from a free and eaſy Government. | 
It 
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It has already appear'd that all Men by Na- 


ture, as they are Men, are equal; And that no 


Man hath Power or Dominion over another, o— 
therwiſe than by Conſent, Covenant and Agree- 


ment; Whence it follows, that all Men have an 
equal Right to be treated by others, as their Fel- 


lows, Partakers of the ſame Nature and Privileges : 
And as no Man deſires to be wronged or op- 


preſſed by another, he can have no right to treat 


another injuriouſly or rigorouſly. Hence the 
meaneſt, pooreſt, moſt ſervile and deſpicable Man, 
has an equal Right to his Liberty and Property, 
and even to civil and obliging Treatment, as the 
oreateſt and moſt powerfi 1 And tho' the na- 
tional Laws deſcend not to ſuch low Particulars, 
as indecent Words or abuſive Language, or even 
worſe Treatment given to Servants, and Depen- 
dents by their Superiors, yet the Laws of God 
and Nature have made them Criminal, and an 
Infringement of the natural Liberty and Property 
of Men, as they are of our own Species. Such 
imperious and haughty Treatment of Inferiors and 
Dependents, is an Argument of a cruel or ſavage 
Temper, and tyrannical Diſpoſition, unworthy of, 
and inconſiſtent with, our Claim of natural and 

ſocial Liberty. | 
"Tis true, that in moſt caſes the Law is open, 
and every Man may obtain his Right by due 
Courſe of Law from the more mighty. But tho? 
a Trial by Law be every Man's Birthright. Abi- 
| 5 lity 
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lity to proſecute the Suit, is the Birth-right of 
a very few; And if Religion and Moderation do 
not prevent the Abuſe, a legal Remedy is not 
practicable. Which, whether it be an evil that 
can be remedied by the Legiſlature, muſt be left 
to themſelves to conſider. i 

The true Remedy againſt ſuch Evils, as fall not 
under the Cognizance of the Law, or that the 
Sufferer is not able to proſecute; is the Awe of 
Religion, and the Impreſſion which the dread of 
the Divine Vengeance ought to make on all Men; 
Which, when duly believed and conſidered, would 
prevent all the Inconveniences of that Nature; 
by prevailing on Men to be ſtrictly juſt, com- 
paſſionate and human to all of their own Species. 
But by another grand Abuſe of Liberty, many 
have found the Way to ſhake off that Reſtraint, 
and to get the better of Conſcience and the Senſe 
of Religion. 

It is the Glory and Happineſs of our Conſtitu- 
tion, that every Man is at Liberty to ſerve God 
according to the beſt of his Judgment, and the 
Dictates of his Conſcience. The religious Awe of 
a Soveraign and Supream Being is ſo congenial to 
Human Nature, that no State ever made the Sup- 
poſition, that it could be poſſible for any reaſon- 


able Creature to. ſhake it off, and diſcard all Re- 
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ligion, and Senſe of an Obligation to ſerve the 
Supream Being. The great binding Power of all 
Laws was always built on the Suppoſition of Con- 

| ſcience 
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ſcience; and à Senſe of God. And the diſregard- 
ing them, eſteem'd the looſening and disjointing 
all the moſt ſacred Bonds of human Society, and 
quitting the only firm Hold, that could be taken 
on the Mind of Man. 

And yet, this Liberty of Conſcience has been 
abuſed to diſcard all Conſcience, and the Licence 


of our Times has produced Advocates for this im- 


pious and profane Liberty, who have aſſumed 


to themſelves the honourable Title of Free- thinl- 
ers. | 

As there is a wide Difference between Freedom 
and Licentiouſneſs, Men ſhould conſider which of 
the Characters they beſt deſerve. Free Thinking 
ought to be free Reaſoning, and not licentious Act- 
ing. Ridiculing the moſt ſacred Things, profaning 
the moſt Divine, and acting the moſt impious and 
irreligious, is indeed taking a great deal of Free- 
dom, but preſerves neither Law, Reaſon, nor 
Decency. | 


There is no Reſtraint, nor ought there to be 


againſt calm Reaſoning, Men are left at full Li- 
berty to put their Arguments in the faireſt Light 
they are able. | 
The Truth always brightens up the more it 
is canvaſs'd and enquir'd into; but to revile any 
Thing eſteem'd ſacred and divine, is indecent, un- 
manly, and even impious, and ought never to be 
indulged or connived at; a wicked Alluſion, pro- 
phane Jeſt, or irreligious Gibe, is not Reaſon- 
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ing. Men are not to be convinc'd with a Laugh or 


a Sneer, they expect to be treated as reaſonable 
Creatures, and ſuitable to the Dignity of Human 
Nature. e e 8% | 
All Men are ſuppoſed to be in earneſt and ſin- 
cete in their profeſſion, till we have reaſonable 
grounds to believe the "contrary ; and ſuch as 
profeſs the belief of Religion, are perſwaded that 
they go upon very ſafe Grounds, and are found- 
ed on Arguments ſufficient to convince a think- 
ing Man. But when they hear themſelves treated 
as Hypocrites, their profeſſion as Prieſt-craft, and 
their Perſons as Trickſters; it muſt give them a 
very ill impreſſion of the Sincerity and Morals of 
ſach as attack them in that rude manner. 
If any Man have argued himſelf out of his 
Religion, and think his Infidelity the effect of 
Conviction ; let him do juſtice to Mankind, and 
grant that other People may be Believers upon 
Conviction alſo ; and then he muſt ſee the great 
injuſtice of treating Religious Perſons with the 
odious names of Hypocrites, Bigotts, or Impoſtors. 
The ancient Romans cenſur'd and puniſh'd even 
their ſucceſsful Generals, when they treated the 
Religion of their Enemies deſpitefully, or prophan'd 
what by them was eſteem'd Sacred. But it was 
never known that any Nation ſuffered the publick- 
ly profeſs'd _— of their Country, to be pro- 
phan'd, reproached, or contumeliouſly reviled. 
The greateſt Liberty of Conſcience was never pre- 
ſum'd to extend ſo far. When Licentiouſneſs ar- 
D rives 
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rives, at that height of Impiety, it ſeems to call 
upon the Legiſlature, to interpoſe, and remedy. the 
grand Abuſe. . 01 Suro) inn | 
If what 1 have faid be true Reaſoning, and 
the Principles laid down be certain, if Liberty 
and Property. be valuable Bleſhngs, and of the 
greateſt Importance to be preſery d inviolable; it 
naturally follows that we are under the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations to thank God, who has thus far ſe- 
cur'd them to us; and that it is incumbent on 
us, to uſe all proper Methods to preſerve them, 
and tranſmit them to Poſterity. xy... 

For near a Century of Years theſe Nations 
ſtruggled with Princes, who ſeem'd to aim at a 
Power inconſiſtent with the Liberties of a free 
Nation, and the Eye of the people was intenſely 
fix d on that great Danger; after many ſtruggles 
they at laſt got the better of all their Attempts, 
and ſecur'd their Privileges at the late happy Re- 
volution. | | 

But the Mind of Man cannot fixedly eye two 
Things at once, while it is intent againſt arbitrary 
Power, Licentiouſneſs eſcapes their Obſervation. 
We have now for half a Century: been govern'd 
by Princes of another Stamp, who make no In- 
vations on our Liberty, but rule according to the 
known Laws of our Country. Yet Men uſed to 
ſuſpect their Rulers, ſuffer their Jealouſy to out- 
run their Reaſon ; and put unnatural Conſtructi- 
ons on the moſt innocent Actions and beſt con- 
certed Schemes of the Government: While they 
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forget the Licentiouſneſs of the Subject, which by 
abuſing their Liberty will effectually deſtroy that 
ſame Liberty and Property, which they juſtly 
value and ſo jealouſſy guard. 

God protected us while we ſtruggled againſt Op- 
preſſors, and we can never too thankfully ſhew 
our Gratitude for the mighty Deliverance, and 1 


hope this Day will always be remember'd by a grate- 
> ful People. But when the evil ariſes from ourlelves, 


and we ſtrive to work our own Ruin, by diſregardin g 
our Duty to God, our Princes, and our fellow Sub- 


jets; We muſt not be ſurprized if the God that 


deliver'd us withdraw his Protection, and leave us 
an eaſy Prey to thoſe foreign Enemies whom we 
have the greateſt Reaſon to dread. 

Let it therefore be our Endeavour to preſerve our 
Duty to God, our Rulers, and our Neighbours in- 
violable, according to the Limits ſet to our Liber- 
ty by the Laws of God and Man, to reſtrain the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Libertine, and encourage the 
virtuous and obedient; and we may aſſure ourſelves 
that the ſame God who has thus far protected us, 
will continue his good Providence over us. Ac- 
cording to what he declar'd to the 1/paelires, and 
which will hold true of all other Nations, P/alm 1 3 
O that my People had hearkened unto me, and I 
rael had walked in my way, I ſhould ſoon have ſub- 
dued their Enemies, and turn'd my hand againſt their 
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